Thoracoscopic transthoracic dorsal sympathectomy.
The authors report on the three patients who underwent thoracoscopic transthoracic dorsal sympathectomies by the techniques of minimal-access surgery learned from laparoscopic cholecystectomy. All three had histologic confirmation of removal of the sympathetic chain and have had an encouraging early postoperative result. The authors believe that thoracoscopic transthoracic dorsal sympathectomy can be accurately and safely performed and will become the method of choice for dorsal sympathectomy.